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Ah we recur to the life aud labors of 
onr late beloved Friend, Ellen M. 
KiCBouioN, we believe it to be useful t(> 
oaivelves, and tmst that it may be en- 
conrnging to others, to bear witness to 
the Divine Power and Goodness which 
wroaght in Ler a fituexii fur the work 
which her hands found to do in the 
of the Lord Jesus, and which was 
bj Him to the help of many 

na the daughter of William aud 
I Bhoda BaasL-tt.aud watt bom at Danby, 
I Vermont, oil 23rd of Soreuth Moiiib, 
—her imreuts being meml)er«jiu\<i 



her father a recorded Minister in or.r 
Religioaa Society. His death, howev- 
er, occurring before she waa two jeara 
of age, her mother and family returned 
tu Sradthfield, Rhode Island, and she, a 
few yeara afterwarda, waa oominitted,tg 
the faithful eare of an Aunt, of IteS 

The account which we have of ' tii*l 
youthful Ufe of our dear Friend bears 
fresh witness to the faithfulness of Him 
who has promised, — ■" They that seet 
me early, shall find me." 

In the fresluiess of her life's morning 
she waa made to feel the need of a Sa- 
viour, and enabled to commit herself 
unto Him whose love ft,r us is set forth 
in His life and in His death. 

The earnest longings for purity of 
heart, for entire conformity to the Di- 
vine Will, for power over temptation, 
the prayerful waiting to hear the voice 
of the Divine Shepherd, and to discern 



r oherishing of mtimBtions of the Mas- 
I ter's will, and p&tieut abiding till Hia 
^ Um« liad come, — all tliese were not in 
oin. 
In her 2lBt jeiir, her dutiea as Teach- 
far pruvud too Hevere for her delicate 
I pLyeical constitution, and for luontba 
the miffering und oimoat helplesBness 
of what seemed to be hopeless dieeaBe 
tested her patience and her foitb, whiob 
even tii^n enabled her to believe that all 
UiinfTH aboiild work together for her 

\ gOOi.1. 

Thoogh raised up from this attack, 
' she wai ever afterwards an invalid. 

In Uie 12lh Month, 1H57, she was 
married tu our frit^ud Josiuh Nicholson, 
and Mooa-nfter became a member o( this 
UoDtblj' Mnetinp;. 

Thf iutiniations whiob she had at 
time« reettiveil, o( being called into 
more open and active service by her 
Lord for the promotion of His cnose, 
be^an now to d<^a[)«Q, m\A \ft »a«OTB« 

in ht-r »v^nX»t.\ VTVK^■9- 



™!lll(l % Mim alone into v 
He might have for her tJ 
might kr^ow the call to bl 
ftloDe; and in His o\ 
her the desired aaBiirai] 
lieved, and therefore sli 

Her own weakness, t 
of appearing in public 
senHe of her own unfitnee 
other hindrance, were nc 
stand in the wa; of that t 
through which her Saviou 
c^me BiifScient for her uei 

We believe that she wai 
nnr religio ua Meetin^ ^ 



Dion nnd ^uHtiml Tellowehip with tho 
Ijonl Jenun, and simplu trast in Him, 
tendw) greatly to give qiiiekening'pow- 
er to her ministerial communicntions, 
imd to bitptize tbe hearers into the spir- 
it of jirajer dariug her public approach- 
ea to the Throne of Grace. 

She WR8 recorded an a Mioister of the 
Ouepel, by this meeting, in the lltli 
""Mpntb, 1H05; and during tlio remain- 
der of her life, WAS very diligent in vie- 
ittng Friends La different parts of onr 
Yearly Meeting, both in thoir meetings 
and fniuilies, and their schools. 

In the Summer of 1867, she also via- 
iled, with our unity and sympathy, the 
Yearly lluftiiigs of Nuw York, and Sew 
EogUnd, and soma meetings within 
dieir limits. 

Tbe ckarneea uf ber spiritual por- 
coptiima, and her euruest deairo to do 
htr Master's work, were greatly Uosst^cl 
,* to many soula 



wm 



roogH^ 



riha work that He hath wroaght tliroi 
her, and which is & Hving teatiinony to 
our hearts of Hia goodnesa and power, 
"We feel that He Hauctifled the vary- 
ing experiences of her life, as a discip- 
line preparatory to the miniBtrationa of 
Hia sen-ice for others, aa well as to the 
enjoyment of Hia presence in the beuv- 
I enly world. He filled her heart with 

J Hiich a sense of tlie value of the siouls 

which He died to save, and of her re- 
sponsibility to Him who had redeemed 
her to Himself, that she no longer felt 
at liber, y tn live unto herself. 

He dealt with her oA a tender Fat 
er, and enabling her to prove herself, 
obedient child, her faith gniw exceed- 
ingly, so that through five years of con- 
stant physical infirmity, and frequent 
severe aufifering, she bore the messages 
of her Savioiir'fl love, both abroad and 
to those near her home, to oongrega- 
tions and to individuals, with great aO"' 
curacy of diatribulion, and w'" 
fast ii-aat in the Bivine \rm. 



llaDf axe the witnesses now living,to 
tlie utreugLli, and ooiuCort hdU HpirituuJ 
iuip impuxttid bj liei' lumisti'y; uii'l UMt 
It few who liave been eiilli;d lieucu, we 
rttvereiitly bulievtj, wn iiow oUuriug io 
liie midst of tliitt wuadruua rtuUizud re- 
ilAcaptioa to which lier faith and htir 
wurde had jioiutu'd them. Ho wus 
pteoaed, too, tu tt-auh htsr that whutBu- 
ewr WDrh she had fur Him, vtas a rv.aa- 
i/iuUtie service — to tipi^ak well of Him 
and of His ways, and to invite aJl to 
come and experience His joke to be 
eoay and His bmdwi liyht to the hum- 
ble and obedient soul. 

With a yenming love she entered in- 
to the joys ^nd sorrows of children aud 
the youth; and binduig them to her- 
self in Byuipnthy, slie cnrried them to 
U>e Saviuiir'a ariuB; and strove tu keep 
tbem fl'oui wandering. 

EndotvLtl with pleasing mannera, a 
tmltivutcd mind, imd quick perceptions, 
^e [olt hoi'MtU accouu\.u^>Vfc \*it '^'»* **>" 




1 these qaalitia 
ferred; and with au eye to hat 
tor's BerTice, she visited, and rw 
vieits from,the poor and the ri<;h,4 
ing in conversatiou, or nt the tabl^ 
more formal religious 0{iportuaiUl| 
fitting occuaions to eieicise the i 
terial gifts bestowed upon ber. 1 
all this she was uot regardless c 
duty which ahe owed to her own! 
ly, and as a loving wife, and ti 
Christian mother, she contributA 

£ roper Bhitve to the happiness a 
OQsehold. ,, 

During the greater part of ib/f 
year of her life, she was oonfinad.li 
bed, and ogouiziug suGTering wat 
quantlj her portion; but her che* 
nesa uf inaoner aail liveliness of tj 
were refreshing and instructive to, 
who visited her. If, at times, a ; 
of unworthiji jbs ciist a teiii|iorary i 
ow over her trust, it left her wi 
deeper sense that all ia of Gracd 
notbing o{ merit. 



u 

If the slow ftnrl weary months of 
physical pain and distreu prompted ui 
earnest longing for " the rest that re- 
mainetb," /'lof longing was sanctified by 
the Spirit of her Sarionr's petition, 
"Not as I wiU but as Thou wilt." 

As her strength wasted away, she 
became more vividly conscious of the 
aavi&if presence and power of ber Lord; 
and when death was asserting bis do- 
ininion over the body, heavenly visioDS 
were dawning apon her soul, and the 
failing utterance whispered, "How glo- 
riotts." 

She departed this life on the 10th of 
12th month, 1870, iu her 38th year. 

Approred by North Carolina Yearly 
Ueeting of Friends. 

JOSIAH NICHOLSON, Clerk. 

11th month, 1873. 



